Romancing the Pollinators

Bumblebee Po”inating Fra Dagmar Has’crup Antique Rugosa Rose in Santa

Fe. Photo: bg Maggie Lee

Several years ago in earlg Novcmber, aftera Particularlg robust monsoon
season and as warm weather continued to linger, I sat in the forest along the
Big Tesuque Creek——listening to the warbling stream, its edges softened

with tussocks o1C autumnal grasses.



Above me, sPires of Douglas Fir Punc’cua’ced the honeg~colored sheen on
the gray-green trunks of swaging Aspens. Long arches of these fallen and
weathered trees, frame the bare-branched unclerstorg of tea-leaved wi”ow,
currant and rock spirea—~a” three Po“inator-?riendlg Plants. Dangling seed
heads of amber-mauve-hued grasses, rubg~bcrriccl Kinnikinnick (AKA
bearberries) and ice-blue pussytoes, weave together in this forest enclave.
Armed with Pcncil and paper, | noticed shadows from the low branches of
the evergreen fir moving gentlg across the white pages of my notebook.
Ncarbg, mica sparkled off granite boulders strewn with fallen leaves, twigs
and branches, while a spider slid over tuffets of grass and an indigo~orange

butterﬂg wafted through the air.

A re{:rcslﬁing sense of comfort seeped in, as | reflected on this constellation
of visual cohesiveness and how it reveals the deep ecologg ofa biologica”g
rich environment, rich in relations]ﬁip as well as species. The more we ob-
serve and experience avariety of habitats from alpine tundra, forest,
stream, s‘cePPe, chaparral, desert and coastal Plains, the greater our ca-
Pacitg to sense this interconnectedness througlﬂout nature. The more this
inspircs us, the greater the Possibilitg to emulate and Practice the sponta-
neous f:eeling of nature’s tremendous variety of materials, within our own

environments.

A garclen or habitat rich in mutua”g beneficial species cultivates a diversi-
t3—~the connective tissue linking nectar and Po”en-Proclucing Plants with
nectar and Po”en~co”ecting animals. This suPPorts a vital ecological
process; through the transfer of Po“en a ﬂowering Plant is fertilized, allow-
ing reprocluction and clcvelopment of fruit and seed. Coevolution has al-
lowed for floral aclaptations that Produce a kaleidoscope of shapes, colors,

Fragrances and nectars clesignecl to attractjust the rig]ﬁt Po”ina’cor.



The North American Pollinator Protection Caml:)aign (NAPPC), whose stat-
ed mission is “to encourage the health of resident and migratory Po”ina’cing
animals in North America,” in its Pollination Primer (an introcluc’corg guidc
that Iays out the fundamentals of Plant reProduction and the role of Po”i~
nators in this cgcle) tells us that “over 200,000 sPecics of animals act as
Po”inators, many distributing Po”en in different ways. Vertebrates, birds or
bats carry Po”en in their feathers or hair. | nvertebrates, becs~wasl:>s, but-
terflies and moths lack hair, rather have bristles on their legs, head or other
bodg Par’cs. Honegbees have ting baskets (corbiculae) on their hind Iegs
for carrying Po”en back to the hive. When butterflies use their !ong pro-
boscis or hummingbircls use their long beaks and brush-like tongues to siP
nectar from tubular ﬂowers, theg get Peppercd with Po”en on their heads

or nectar~gathering aPPendagcs.”
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Agastache rupestris with female broad-tailed hummingbird. Photo: David Salman



Four thousand sPecies of bees are native to North America and Po”inatc
the greatest diversitg of Plants. Honegbees were introduced here in the
ear|9 1600s bg European settlers in Jamestown, Virginia. Most rural house-
holds and many in towns kep’c bees as a source of sweetener. With as many
as 50,000 leaving the hive at once, tlﬁey search for nectar stored in the
blossoms—its sugar their Primarg source of energg—ancl gather Po”en)
which Provicles Proteins and fats. It is the nectar enriched with enzymes and
ferments which is activelg concentrated in the hive—that is what becomes
the honey.lielow are some of my cultivation teclmiques, alist of Plants that
attract a wide range of Po“inators and suggestions for attracting Po“ina-
tors. These are tiPs 've gathercd over the years, some from design prac-
tices, others from guiclelines and all gathered from both Personal experi~
ence and from the NAPPC and the Xerces Societg for Invertebrate Conser-

vation.

«  After a few autumn Frosts, Pu” away mulch from the Plants and turn in
compost. The autumn is the optimum time for this Practice, as it ac-
commodates root growtl'\ activitg‘

¢« We aPPlg Biodgnamic compost (an alternative agricultural Practice
origina”y devcloped bg Rudolf Steiner in1924. BD conccpts were
brought to America bg Dr. Ehrenfried Pfeiffer in the 1930's, while the
Bioclgnamic Farming and Garclening Association was founded in 19%8).
The compost Preparations are six speciallg made, Plant derived sub-
stances incorporatecl into a built Pile~ (rc:]Ccr toTerra Simpatico on the
author's website writings page, for afuller clescription) and amend-
ments into the soil. Coloncul, ﬁagrant leaves from ash, crabapple,
fruit trees, linden, locust, maple and redbud are collected and used
for mulch - Putting the garden to sleep beauthcuug.

e Inthe sPring, remaining leaves can be crumbled & left or removed.



«  Often during the summer, | will stir up a mixture of milk, honeg and
water to bring the beneficial insects and spray it onto the Plants.
Hugrn Courtney) founder of the JosePrnine Porter Institute for AP~
Pliecl Biodgnamics (based in I:logd, Virginia} recommended | try this—
and it’s sometrnir\g Pve continued to emPlog, as it has been increcliblg
effective. Hugh transitioned in June of 2020 at the age of 87, but he’d
been creating these Preparations since 1982.. In an interview | had with
him in 2005, he described the clgnamic rather the Phgsical Properties
of the preps. “With bioclgnamic agriculture and preps, we are asked to
think in terms of carrier of Forces, rather than substances. Just as the
effects of the forces of magnetism or gravity can be observed without
actua”g being able to see these f:orces) so to we can recognize
tlﬁrouglﬁ their egects, the forces which are released t]ﬁrougrn the use
of bio&gnamic PrePs.”

Continuing with the milk and rnoneg application) I have found it brings
tremendous activity, esPeCia”g among, the bees and some butterflies and
Iﬁummingbircls, who come to Po”inate the flowers. This reciProcal relation-
ship is as invigorating, as it is nourishing for the Po“inators, the Plants and
the soil theg grow in. A win-win for us all.

Tips for attracting Po“inators:

1. Most Pesticicles are not selective; some actua”g kill off beneficial Plants
and insects along with the Peskier ones. Honegbees, for example, love dan-
delions, which is often the first herb many folks will first try to eradicate
from growing in their lawn.

2. The Plant list included here indicates host Plants for beneficial insects.
ExPeriment and combine with comPanion Planting for orchards and veg-
etable garciens and with Permaculture Plant guilds.

3. Include waterwise, native, adaptive, homeoclimatic (similar soil and climate
around the world) and habitat- Frienc“g Plants that are well suited to local

growing conditions. Some homeoclimatic Plant selections include de-



IosPerma from the Eastern Cape Province, South Africa; salvia daghes~

tanica endemic to N. Caucasus in southernmost Russia and salviajurisicii
from North Macedonia. Insert Picturec[ here with Aethionema grandhqorum
(Persian Stonecress)and Salviajurisicii at Ava and David Salman's Santa Fe
Greenhouses trial area circa 2015~Photo bg Maggie |_ee; Teucrium cossini

and sideritis sgriaca from the mountains of Greece. Refer to Plant Driven

Design, P 13114 for extended description of homeoclimatic Plan’cs.

4. Observe the microclimates within your garden - noting that what you can
Plant in an East exposure IS quite different from what works best in a West
environment. This allows for several uniquc habitats within the same gardcn
space. Choose Plants compatible in moisture and cultural needs. Learn
their growtlﬁ habits and sociabilitg status to avoid one Plan’c overta‘cing its
neighbor. I find the most Pro{:ound garden clesigners have a thorougrx
knowlcclgc, understancling and years of ex]:)erience in this Particular aspect

of Plant cultivation.



5. Heirloom varieties of herbs and Pcrennials Provide good Foraging. H9~
bridization has reduced the Procluction of nectar and Po“en and sometimes
leaves the resulting Plant completclg sterile—as in those that end up as
double flowers—which is useless to bees and other Po“inators.

6. Choose several selections of colors in your flowers. Bees have good col-
or vision and are especiaug attracted to blue, Purple, violet, white and 9el~
low. Thcg like Petals with “nectar guicles”—-colored striPes, spots and
markings—tha’c direct them right to the sweet stuff. For example, morning
glories, violets and Foxgloves. Butterflies favor orange, ge”ow, bright Pink
and blue flowers and theg often seek out flowers that match their own color
soasto camouﬂage themselves from birds. Hummingbirds seek red, orange
and 96”0\/\/ flowers. Moths search out white ﬂowers, especia“g Fragrant

blOOfﬂCf’S.



A Monarch butterﬂg on an Asclepias Tubarosa in Santa Monica - Photo: Lauri
Gaffin

7. Planting in drifts comPrised of one species will attract more Po”inators
than individual Plants scattered throughout a habitat Patch. The size of the
drift relates to the size of your gar&en. if space allows, Plant drifts of 4 or

Iarger in diameter. Aim toward an artful randomness of varging densities re-
flective of a wild meadow. Leave open space nearbg your garden/ meaclow,

which will benefit from the additional ncc’car~l:>o”en available from {:orage



Plants in the surrounc!ing Iandscal:)c. As a clcsign elcment, this transitional
link can lift and lead the eye to wider views, inviting a sense of reference,
while lenclinga gcntle naturalness and visual cohesiveness.

8. Provide a wide selection of flower forms and shapes. Butterflies and
moths need a Place to land and Pre{:cr broad Pctals like those of echinacea
or clusters of florets like butterﬂg bush, dill or fennel. Hummingbirds like
Iong tubular flowers like agastachc or trumpet vine.

9. Create a &3namic relationslﬂip between structure Plants—materials with
strong Form, le. crabapplcs or cutleaf smooth sumac trees; shrubs like

manzanita, utah serviceberrg, wavglezmC oak, viburnums and waxflower; fiber
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Plan’cs like yucca Pa”da and rostracla; sPircs of formative grasses or mature
lavender and rosemary plants. Globe shapes, as in those of echinops or
9p P P
crgngium 3ucciFolium (’c]ﬁc rat’clcsnakc master); Photo above are wasps Po|~
linating crgngium 9ucca1co|ium ]39 Janet Davis taken somewhere in Canada;
or an artichoke plant; and flat flower heads as in yarrow or echinacea.
P Y
Contrast these choices with shorter lived sPring bloomers and suPPortive
fillers. For cxample, sPecies bulbs and Iris, aubrieta, Phlox, pasque ﬂowcrs,
blue ﬂax, nepeta, POPPECS, Pens’cemon, sulfur buckwheat, verbena, choco-
late ﬂowcr, gaura, liatris, salvias, csPccia”g late season cobalt salvia grancli~
flora. Drifts of grasses both, native/ adaptive and ornamental, tie the en-
g P

semble togc’c]ﬁcr.

10. Plant for flower diversit9 clisplagccl over a long season, from the earliest

Prairie smoke, wallflowers and currants, to late season asters and chamisa

Eig]ﬂtg Perccnt of all birds like sunflowers. This diversit9 suPPorts arange




of Po”inators ﬂging at different times of the season. Swallowtail Butten%
on Buttertb Bush Pnoto bg Brian Mo”<, La Posada Hotel, Santa Fe, NM

1. Provide SI‘ICltCI”, nesting areas and feeders for birds and other Po”ina~
tors—from wooden nesting blocks, nummingbircl feeders, small water fea-
tures, a Iarge boulder for butterflies to sun upon or arbors covered with vi-
nes. Birds in our area that also seek out nectar include hummingbircls) both
broad-tailed and blacl«cninned, warblers, Western tanagers and ladder-
backed woodPeckers. Consider Planting trees - from lindens, maPles,
oaks, Pines and spruces - that Provicle gleaming stickg resins, saps and
gums for birds’ nesting materials. Bees collect the resins as a raw material
and when combined in sPecitic manner, becomes ProPolis - bee glue - to

line the hive to form a Protective, anti-microbial enveloPe.

Take a stroll througn the Santa Fe Botanical Garden, which showcases our
unic]ue Interior West stgle of design and Plant Palette. Engaging and hands-
on programs, lend oPPortunities for creating our own ecologica”g sound
and Po”inator habitat garclen spaces. Visit the internationa”g acclaimed
Denver Botanic Garden with suPerb diversitg and cutting edge clesign and
Plantings from collections around the world. A trulg aestnetic, Pioneering

environment as a great Iearning tool of beautg and sustainabilitg.

Sadlg, as grasslancls, fields and forest disaPPear, so do their Po“inators.
Let’s helP balance this loss of habitat bg Practicing restorative ecologg,
establishing Po”inatorﬂcrienc”g garclens, a Protective reicuge where Po”ina~
tors may live bg their intrinsic nature. We can also celebrate cluring the third
week in June each year, with the NAPPC. Tneg sponsor events to raise

awareness of the imPortance of Po”inators in our clailg lives.



The bees Po”inate the clover and alfalfa which the dairg cows eat, Proclu~
cing, the milk and cheese we erjog. In the realm of nature, no process is clo-

ser to the heart of life than Po”inator Partners]ﬁip‘

Bibliographg and Resources

I. Buckin’ Bee / buckinbee.com; local honeg and hive Products; classes
with master beekecpcr Steve Wall

2. Torgotten Pollinators 139 Stephen Buchann and Gary P. Nabhan,
1997, Island Press.

3. How Canl HCIP? Saving Nature with your Yard bg Doug W. Ta”amg,
2025, Timber Press; Nature's Best Hopc, 2020, Timber Press; The Living
Landscape with Rick Darke, 2014 Bringing Nature Home, 2009, Timber
Press.

4. Lurie Garden List of Pollinators on their website: luriegarclen.org The

Lurie Garden is an urban model of responsible horticulture, Proviclinga
healthg habitat for Plants and wildlife

5. North American Pollinator Protection Campaign: nappc.org

6. The Clover and the Bee bg Anne Ophelia Dowden, 1999, Thomas Cro-
we”, New York.

7. The Rockg Mountain Native Plant Primer bg Bryan Fischer and Lauren
SPringcr, 2025, Timber Press; Waterwise Plants for Sustainable Gardens bg
LLauren SPringer Ogclen and Scott Ogden) 201, Timber Press; Plant Dri-
ven Design bg LLauren Springer Ogden and Scott Ogden, 2010, Timber
Press; The Undaunted Garden ]33 Lauren SPringer Ogden, 2010, Fulcrum
Publishing.

8. Sangre de Cristos Beekeeper& Kate Whelan; website @ sdcbeeks.org

9. Towards Savings the Honcgbee bg Gunther Hauk, 2002, Biodgnamic
Farming and Gardening Association, 2nd edition 2017; Spikenard Honegbee

Sanc’cuarg ~ spikenard Farm.org

10. Xerces Society for Invertebrate Conservation, Xerces.org


http://buckinbee.com/
http://luriegarden.org/
http://nappc.org/
http://sdcbeeks.org/
http://farm.org/
http://xerces.org/

Plants which attract a wide range of Po“inator5~

*Host Plants for N.M. beneﬁcials

Trees:
Alder-Thinlea

Birch-Western and Paper
CI’]O‘(CC]"ICYTH*

CottonwoocLAsPen, Narrowleaf and
Plains*

Crab APPICS*

Desert Olive-NM Privet*

Desert Willow*

Firs- Rockg Mt. and White*

Fruit Trees:

APPIC, APricots, Chcrrg, Pcach, Plum*
Hackbcrrg-Westem*

Hawthorn*

Juniper-Rockg Mt. and One-Seed*
Linden*

Maple&f)igtooth*

Mountain Mahogang%iubleaf*
Oaks-Bur and Clﬁinquapin*
Pine-Bristlecone, Limbcr, Loclgcpole,
Pinyon, Ponderosa and White*
Redbud

Robinia-Locust Purplc Robe and New
Mexico Locust*
Scrvicebcrrg-westem

SPrucc~Blue and White*
Willow-Peachleaf*

Shrubs:

Agaves®

Aloes-Aristata

Antelol:)e Bitterbrush*

APachc Plume*
Artemisia~5agebrush*

Beauty Bush*

Berberis~©rcgon graPe~Desert Ho“g*
Blue M. SPirea*

Buckthorn- Smith's
E)uﬂzaloberrg~5ilver

E)utterﬂg Bush*

Cactus-Blue E')arrcl, Cho”aJ Hedgehog)
Claret CUP’ OPun’cia~L’>eavertail and
Snowball*

Chamisa-Rabbitbrush*

Cliff Fendlerbush*

Current- Clove-Golden and Wax*
Dogwood~Red Twiggcd*
Eldcrbcrrg*

Fernbush*

Four-Wing Saltbrush*
Jasmine-Winter

Juniper*

Leadplant*

Lilac*

Manzanita x colorandensis*

Mock Orange

Nanking Cherrg*

Ninebark*



Oak-Gambel and Wavgleaf*
Quince~ﬂowcring
Rocksprag~Rocl< SPirca*
Russian Sage*

Sand Cherrg*

Smoke bush*

5nowbcrr9*

Sumac-some varieties*
Utah Serviceberrg
Viburnum*

Waxflower*

Winterfat®

Yucca-Banana, Narrowlca{ Plains and
Red*

Perennials:

Agastache - Anise hussop*

Allium-ornamental*

Alussum - Mountain*

Artemisia*

Asters-Aromatic, Heath, Smooth Blue*
Aubrieta*

Baptisia*

Blackfooted Daisy*
Blanketflower-Indian Blanket*
Broomweed*

Butterﬂg Weed*

Calif. Fuchsia~Hummingbircl Trumpet*
Checkermallow

Chocolate Flower*

Clematis-non vining ~ lntegrhcolia Mon-
golian Be”s, Scott's, Sugarbowl's*
Purple and White Prairie Clover*
Crocus chrgsanthustnow crocus and

Tommasinianus®

Delosperma*

Desert Four O'Clocks*

Dianthus*

Eremurus - Foxtail Lilg
Echinacca~augusti1colia and Pa”ic]a*
Echinops*

ErigeromCutleaF Daisy*
Eryngium-Sea Ho”g and 5ucchco|ium~
Rattlesnake Master*

Euphorbia's - some

Evening Primrose-Oenothera's*
Flameflower

Gaura

Germanc}erﬁtruity*

Geum-Prairie Smoke*

Goldenrod*

Ho”ghoc\(*

Iris-Snow Iris and Bearded hgbricls*
Jupiter's beard-Greek valerian®
Liatris-Prairie Gag?eather*
Lobelia-James Red Cardinal Flower
LuPine - Silverg*

Monarda*

Muscari species~6rape Hgacinth*
Nepata*

Pansy - Corsican and many hgbricls
Pasc:]ue Flower*

FPenstemons®

PHoxJ@lscyi, nana, subulata*
Phlomis*

P|umbago~Leaclwort

Foppy Atlanticum, Horned, Oriental*
Purple Mountain Savory*
Rudbeckia*

Salvias- Azurea, Dorii, Mojave, Platinum,

Silver Sage*



Sedums and Sempervivum*
Scabiosa*

Sideritis syriaca *
Skgrocket

Stachgs*

Sulfur F‘lower, Buckwheat*

Sunflower-Maximilian*

Thermopsis~Golclcn Banner*
Tulip~ dwarf sPecies like batalini, Per-

sian- clusiana ‘Lacly Jane' and kauf-

mannjana*

Herb/Fruit/ Vegetable

Allium®

Basil*
Artichoke
Borage*
Broccoli*
Calendula*
Carrots-seeded*
Celerg-seeclecl*
Chamomile*
Cormtreg*

Dill*

Fennel*
Geranium
Hgsso[:)*
Kale-seeded*
Lavender*
Lemon Balm*
Marjoram*

Mints*- best in containers

some Verbena's - refer to annuals
Veronica ~ bombgcina, incana, th9~
moides , Turkish*

wallflower*

WinccuP*

Yarrow*

Zirmia~Rocl<3 Mountain*

Mentha longhcolia (Blue leafed varietg)
Oregano*

Parslcg*

Radish-seeded®

Raspberrg

Rosemary*

Sage*

Savories*

Scarlet Runner Bean*

Stinging Nettle*

Strawbcrrg and Alpine~ Alexandra *
Thgmcs*

Valerian*
Vines:

Clematis* Pitcheri, tangutica, texensis
Scarlet Leather ﬂowcr; some hgbricls
Sweet Autumn*®

GraPes*

Honcgsuckle*

Roses*



Virginia CreePcr~Wooclbinc*
Silver Lace*
Trumpet*

Wisteria*

Annuals, Biennials and Short-

lived Perennials

CoreoPsis*

Cosmos*

Desert Bluebell - Phacelia***
Larkspur*

Marigolds***

Moon Carrot

Maggie Lee

gar&engaia.com

*k%

Nasturtiums
Queen Anne's Lace*
POPPies~Cathomia*, corn, Opium "Lau~
ren's GraPe
SnaPclragon*
Sweet Alysum***
Sunflowers*
Tithonia*
Verbena*

Viola-Corsican Pansies



Below are some of my cultivation tccl*miques, alist of Plants that attract a
wide range of Po“inators and suggestions for attracting Po“inators. These
are tiPs 've gatherecl over the years, some from clesign Practices, others
from guiclelines and all gatherecl from both Personal experience and from
the NAPPC and the Xerces Societ9 for Invertebrate Conservation.

«  After a few autumn Frosts, Pu” away mulch from the Plants and turn in
compost. The autumn is the optimum time for this Practice, as it ac-
commodates root growtl'\ activitg‘

¢« We aPPlg Biodgnamic compost (an alternative agricultural Practice
origina”y devcloped bg Rudolf Steiner in1924. BD conccpts were
brought to America bg Dr. Ehrenfried Pfeiffer in the 1930's, while the
Bioclgnamic Farming and Garclening Association was founded in 19%8) .
The compost Preparations are six speciallg made, Plant derived sub-
stances incorporatecl into a built Pile~ (rc:]Ccr toTerra Simpatico on the
author's website writings page, for afuller clescription) and amend-
ments into the soil. Coloncul, ﬁagrant leaves from ash, crabapple,
fruit trees, linden, locust, maple and redbud are collected and used
for mulch - Putting the garden to sleep beauthcuug.

« Even with the ever-changing weather this spring, as we acljust to new
weather conditions ~ the remaining leaves can be crumbled and left
or removed.

« Often during the summer, | will stir up a mixture of mi”c, honeg and
water to bring the beneficial insects and spray it onto the Plants.
Hugh Courtneg) founder of the Josephine Porter Institute for AP~
Pliecl Biodgnamics (based out in I:logd, Virginia) recommended | try
this—and it’s sometlﬁing Pve continued to cmplog, as it has been in-
crediblg effective. Hugh transitioned in June of 2020 at the age of 87,
but he’d been creating these Preparations since 1982.. In an interview |

had with him in 2005, he described the dgnamic rather the Phgsical



Properties of the preps. “With bioclgnamic agriculture and preps, we
are asked to think in terms of carrier of forces, rather than sub-
stances. Just as the effects of the forces of magnetism or gravi‘cg can
be observed without actua”g being able to see these rorces, so towe
can recognize tlﬁrouglﬁ their effects, the forces which are released
through the use of biodgnamic PrePs.”
Continuing with the milk and honeg application) I have found it brings
tremendous activity, esPeCia”g among, the bees and some butterflies and
Iﬁummingbircls, who come to Po”inate the flowers. This reciProcal relation-
ship is as invigorating (forme) asitis nourishing for the Po”ina‘cors,
the Plants and the soil theg grow in. A win-win for us all.
Tips for attracting Po“ina’cors:
1. Most Pesticides are not selective; some actua”g kill off beneficial Plants
and insects along with the Peskier ones. Honegbees, for example, love dan-
delions, which is often the first herb many folks will first try to eradicate
from growing in their lawn.
2. The Plant list included here indicates host Plants for beneficial insects.
Experiment and combine with comPanion Planting for orchards and veg-
etable garclens and with Permaculture Plant guilds‘
3. Include waterwise, native, adaptive, homeoclimatic (similar soil and climate
around the world) and habitat- Frienc”g Plants that are well suited to local
growing conditions. Some homeoclimatic Plant selections include de-
losperma from the Eastern CaPe Province, South Africa; salvia clagl*:es~
tanica endemic to N. Caucasus in southernmost Russia and salviajurisicii
from North Macedonia. Teucrium cossini and sideritis sgriaca from the

mountains of Greece. Refer to Plant Driven Design, p- 113114 for extended

description.
4. Observe the microclimates within your garclen ~ noting that what you can
Plant in an East exposure s quite different from what works best in a West

environment. This allows for several unique habitats within the same garclen



space. Choose Plants comPa‘cible in moisture and cultural needs. Learn
their growth habits and sociabiiitg status to avoid one Plant overtaking its
neigribor. I find the most Prorouricl garcien ciesigners have a tlﬁorouglﬁ
knowledge, unclerstanciing and years of experience in this Particular aspect
of Plant cultivation.

5. Heirloom varieties of herbs and Perennials Provide good Foraging. H9~
bridization has reduced the Prociuction of nectar and Po”en and sometimes
leaves the resulting Plant completeig sterile—as in those that end up as
double flowers—which is useless to bees and other Po”inators.

6. Choose several selections of colors in your flowers. Bees have goocl col-
or vision and are especialig attracted to biue, Purple, violet, white and ge|~
low. Theg like Petais with “nectar guides”—~co|ored striPes, spots and
markings—trnat direct them riglﬁt to the sweet stuff. For example, morning
giories, violets and Foxgioves. Butterflies favor orange, 9e”ow, bright Pink
and blue flowers and theg often seek out flowers that match their own color
so as to camouﬂage themselves from birds. Hummingbirds seek red, orange
and 9e”ow flowers. Moths search out white ﬂowers, especia”g Fragrant niglﬁt
bloomers.

7. Planting in drifts comPriseci of one sPecies will attract more Po”inators
than individual Plants scattered ’ci‘lrougi'lout a habitat Patcii. The size of the
drift relates to the size of your garderi. it space allows, Plant drifts of 4 or
iarger in diameter. Aim toward an artful randomness of vargirig densities re-
flective of a wild meadow. Leave open space nearbg your garcien/ meadow,
which will benefit from the additional nec’car~l:>o”en available from rorage
Plants in the surrounciing iandscape‘ As a ciesign element, this transitional
link can lift and lead the eye to wider views, inviting a sense of reference,
while lenciinga gentle naturalness and visual cohesiveness.

8. Provide a wide selection of flower forms and shapes. Butterflies and

moths need a Piace to land and Prerer broad Petals like those of echinacea



or clusters of florets like buttemqy buslﬁ, dill or fennel. Hummingbircls like
Iong tubular flowers like agastache or trumPet vine.

9. Create a clgnamic relations]‘nip between structure Plants—materials with
strong torm, le. crabapples or cutleaf smooth sumac trees; shrubs like
manzanita, utah serviceberrg, wavgleat oak, viburnums and waxflower; fiber
Plants like yucca Pa”da and rostrada; sPires of formative grasses or mature
lavender and rosemary Plants. Globe shapes, as in those of echinops or
eryngjum 9uccitolium (the rattlesnake master), an artichoke Plant; and flat
flower heads as in yarrow or echinacea. Contrast these choices with short-
er lived sPring bloomers and supportive fillers. For example, sPecies bulbs
and iris, aubrieta, Pl’]lox, pasque ﬂowers, blue ﬂax, nepeta, Poppies, pen-
stemon, sulfur buckwheat, Verbena, chocolate ﬂower, gaura, liatrisj salvias,
esPecia”g late season cobalt salvia grandiﬂora. Drifts of grasses botl*\,

native/ adaptive and ornamental, tie the ensemble together.

10. Plant for flower diversitg clisplaged over a long season, from the earliest
Prairie smoke, wallflowers and currants, to late season asters and chamisa.
E’:ightg percent of all birds like sunflowers. This diversitg supports a range
of Po”inators ﬂging at different times of the season.

1. Provide slﬁelter, nesting areas and feeders for birds and other Po”ina~
tors—from wooden nesting blocks, hummingbircl feeders, small water fea-
tures, a Iarge boulder for butterflies to sun upon or arbors covered with vi-
nes. Birds in our area that also seek out nectar include hummingbircls) both
broad-tailed and blacl«c]ﬂinned, warblers, Western tanagers and ladder-
backed woodpeckers. Consider Planting trees - from lindens, maples,
oaks, Pines and spruces - that Provicle gleaming stickg resins, saps and
gums for birds’ nesting materials. Bees collect the resins as a raw material
and when combined in sPeciﬁc manner, becomes Propolis - bee glue - to

line the hive to form a Protective, anti-microbial enveloPe.



Take a stroll through the Santa Fe Botanical Garclcn) which showcases our
unic]uc Interior West stgic of dcsign and Plant Palcttc. Engaging and hands-
on programs, lend oPPortunities for creating our own ccologica”g sound
and Po”inator habitat garcicn spaces. Visit the intcrnationa”y acclaimed
Denver Botanic Garden with suPcrb ciivcrsitg and cutting cclgc clcsign and
Plantings from collections around the world. A trulg acsttuetic, Pionccring

environment as a great lcarning tool of bcautg and sustainabiiitg.

Sadig, as grassiands, fields and forest disappcar, so do their Po“inators.
Let’s hclp balance this loss of habitat by Practicing restorative ccologg,
cstabiishing Po”inatorﬂcricnc”g garclens, a Protective reicuge where Po“ina~
tors may live bg their intrinsic nature. We can also celebrate ciuring the third
week in June each year, with the NAPPC. Thcg sponsor events to raise
awareness of the imPortancc of Po”inators in our ciailg lives. Their 19t|‘i an-
nual event this year is from June 22nd ttirougti 28th.

The bees Po”inate the clover and alfalfa which the dairg cows eat, Proclu~
cing, the milk and cheese we crjog. In the realm of nature, no process is clo-

ser to the heart of life than Po”inator Partncrsi‘iip

Bibliograptug and Resources

I. Buckin’ Bee / buckinbee.com; local tioncg and hive Prociucts; classes

with master bcckccpcr Steve Wall

2. Torgotten Pollinators 139 Stepticn Buchann and Gary P. Nabhan,
1997, Island Press.

3. How Canl HelP? Saving Nature with your Yard 139 Doug W. Ta”amg,
2025, Timber Press; Nature's Best Hopc, 2020, Timber Press; The Living
Landscapc with Rick Darke, 2014, Bringing Nature Home, 2009, Timber

Press.


http://buckinbee.com/

4. Lurie Garden List of Pollinators on their website: luriegarclen‘org The

Lurie Garden is an urban model of resPonsible horticulture, Providinga
Iﬁealtlﬁg habitat for Plants and wildlife

5. North American Pollinator Protection Campaign: nappc.org

6. The Clover and the Bee bg Anne Oplﬁelia Dowden, 1999, Thomas Cro-
We”, New York.

7. The Rockg Mountain Native Plant Primer by Bryan Fischer and Lauren
SPringer, 2025, Timber Press; Waterwise Plants for Sustainable Gardens bﬂ
LLauren SPringer Ogden and Scott Ogclen, 2011, Timber Press; Plant Dri-
ven Design ]33 LLauren SPringer Ogden and Scott Ogden, 2010, Timber
Press; The Undaunted Garden bg Lauren Springer Ogden, 2010, Fulcrum
Publishing.

8. Sangre de Cristos Beel«:eper& Kate Whelan ; website @ sdcbecks‘org/

9. Towards Savings the Honegbee bg Gunther Hauk, 2002, Biodgnamic
Farming and Garclening Association, 2nd edition 2017; SPikenard Honegbee

Sanctuary - spikenarc] Farm.org
10. Xerces SOcietg for Invertebrate Conservation, Xerces.org

Plants which attract a wide range of Po”inators
*katpkwﬁsﬁorNJ%.beneﬁjab

TRELES:

Alder-Thinleaf

Birch-Western anclPaPer

Chokecherrg*

Cot’conwood~AsPen, Narrowleaf and Plains*
Crab APPICS*

Desert Olive-NM Privet*

Desert Willow*

Firs~- Rockg Mt. and White*

Fruit Trees:


http://luriegarden.org/
http://nappc.org/
http://sdcbeeks.org/
http://farm.org/
http://xerces.org/

*

APPIC, Apricots, Cherrg, Pcach, Plum
Hackberrg—Westem*

Hawthorn*

Juniper-Rockg Mt. and One-Seed*
Linden*

Maples-Bigtooth*

Mountain Mahogang—(:ublcamc*
Oaks-Bur and Chinquapin*
Pine-Bristlecone, Limber, Loclgcpolc, Pinyon, Ponderosa and White*
Redbud

Robinia-Locust Purple Robe and New Mexico Locust*

Serviceberrg

SPruce~Blue and White*

Willow-Peachleaf

SHRUDBS:
Agaves”
Aloes-Aristata
APache Plume*
Artemisia~Sagebrush*
Beauty Bush*
berberis~©regon grape~Desert Ho“g*
Blue M. SPirca*
Buckthorn- Smith's
Bugaloberrg~5ilver
But’cer‘ﬂg Bush*
Cactus-Blue Barrel, Cho”a, Hedgehog, Claret CuP, OPuntia~beavertai|
and Snowball*
Chamisa-Rabbitbrush®



Cliff Fendlerbush*
Current- Clove-Golden and Wax*
Dogwoocl-Recl Twigged*
EHerberrg*

Fernbush*

Four-Wing Saltbrush*
Jasmine-Winter

Juniper*

Leaclplant*

Lilac*

Manzanita x colorandensis*
Mock Orange

Nanking Chcrrg*

Ninebark*

Oak-Gambel and Wavglea?*
Quince-ﬂowering
Rocksprag~Roc‘< SPirea*
Russian Sage*

Sand Clﬁerrg*

Smoke bush*

Snowbcrrg*

Sumac-some varieties*
Viburnum®*

Waxflower*

Winterfat*

Yucca~-bBanana, Narrowlea{:, Plains and Red*

PERENNIALS:

Agastache - Anise hgssop*

Allium-ornamental*




Alﬂssum - Mountain*

Artemisia*

Asters-Aromatic, Hcatl'\, Smooth Blue*

Aubrieta*

Baptisia*

Blackfooted Daisy*

Blanketflower-indian Blanket

Broomweed*

Butter‘ﬂg Weed*

California Fuchsia-Hummingbirc[ TrumPet*
Checkermallow*

Chocolate Flower*

Clematis-non vining ~ lntcgrhcolia Mongolian Bells, Scott's, Sugarbowl‘s*
Crocus chrgsanthus—Snow crocus and Tommasinianus®
Delospcrma*

Desert Four O'Clocks*

Dianthus*

Eremurus ~ Foxtail Lilg

Echinacea~augusthco|ia and Pa”ida*

Echinops*

Erigeron~Cutlea1C Daisg*

Eryngum-Sea Ho“g and 9ucchcolium~Rattlesna|<e Master*
Evening Primrose-Oenothera's*

Flameflower

Gaura

Germander-?ruitg*

Geum-Prairie Smoke*

Goldenrod*

Ho”ghock*

Iris-Snow Iris and Bearded hgbrids*



Jupitcr's beard-Greek valerian®

Liatris-Prairie Gag?eather*

Lobelia~-Jemez Red Cardinal Flower

LuPine*

Monarda*

Muscari species~GraPe Hgacinth*

Ncpata*

Pansy - Corsican and many hgbrids

Pasc]ue Flower*

FPenstemons*

Phlox~kelsegi, nana, subulata*

Phlomis*

Plumbago—Leadwort

Poppg Atlanticum- Corn, Horned )Opium - Lauren's Grape, Oriental*
Purple Mountain Savorg*

Purple Prairie Clover*

Rudbeckia*

Salvias- Azurea, Doril, Mojave, Platinum, Silver Sage*
Sedums and Semper\/i\/um*

Scabiosa*

Sideritis sgriaca i

Stachgs*

sulfur Flower, Buckwheat*

Sunflower-Maximilian*

ThermoPsiS—Golden Banner®

Tulip- dwarf species like Persian

clusiana ‘Laclg Jane' and kaufmanniana®

some Verbena's -refer to annuals

Veronica - bombgcina, incana, thymoides , Turkish*

Viola-Corsican pansy



Wallflower*
Winecu P*
Yarrow®

Zinnia~Rocl<9 Mountain®

HERBS/VEGETABLES:
Allium*

Basil*
Artichoke
Borage®
Broccoli*
Calendula®
Carrots-seeded*
Celer5~seeded*
Chamomile*
ComFreg*

Dill*

Fennel*
Geranium
Hgssop*
Kale-seeded*
Lavender*
Lemon Balm*
Marjoram*
Mints*
Oregano®
Parsleg*
Radish-seeded*
Raspbemy

Rosemarg*



Sage*
Savories*

Scarlet Runner Bean®

S’cinging Nettle*
Strawberrg - non Vining Alexandra *
Thgmes"
Valerian®
VINES:

Clematis* Pitcheri, tangutica, texensis -Scarlet Leatherflower; some h9~
brids
Sweet Autumn*®
Grapes*
Honcgsuckle*
Roses*
Virginia creePer~Woodbinc*
Silver Lace*
TrumPet*

Wisteria*

ANNUALS AND SHORT LIVED PERENNIALS:
Coreopsis*
Cosmos®
Desert Bluebell - Phacelia***
Larkspur*
Marigolds***
Nasturtiums***
Queen Anne's Lace*
Poppies~calhcornia*

Snapdragon*



*k%

Sweet Algssum
Sunflowers*
Tithonia*
Verbena* bipinnatiﬁcla, bonariensis 'Buenos Aires', canadensis, tenuisecta
wrightii

Violets and Pansies

Maggic Lee
Terra Flora Garden Design

zarclengaia‘com


http://gardengaia.com/

